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him by men of the different families.    When the new yams
come in, a sacrifice is offered to the Earth (ana), but the priest
of the ground eats the first yam prepared on the spot the day
before by his daughter or sister.    The priest of the ground is
subject to many taboos : he may not sit upon the bare ground
nor upon the same skin as another person ; earth may not be
thrown at him, nor may he be assaulted ; he may not sacrifice
at night, nor travel at night; he may not see a corpse, much
less carry one.    When he meets a corpse on the road the priest
of the ground of Acala passes his wristlet over his eyes and
calls an Nri man to sacrifice a chicken.    He may not carry-
things on his head, nor climb palm trees, nor eat cassava, nor
things that have fallen on the ground.    No one may drink
palm wine nor eat before him.    No one but his wife may cook
for him.    In Awka a dog that enters his house is thrown out.
He may not touch a child whose head has not been shaved.
Except on the first day after a birth he may not enter the room
where it has taken place for twelve days.    He may not put on
a mask, nor touch one, and a masked man may not enter his
house.   As a rule he is not allowed to sleep in another man's
house or to eat there.    His wives may not allow the ashes of
his fire to remain until morning, for the ancestors would
punish them for the neglect.    At certain times his wives are
not allowed to cook for him, and other menstruous women
may neither salute nor touch him.    His wives must wash
before returning into the house in the morning.    He is safe
from seizure, safe in war.    In addition to the ordinary for-
bidden animals the priest of the ground of Awka does not eat
eggs, all birds, dog and ewe sheep, bush-buck, civet cat, giant
bush rat, bush fowl and yams that it has touched, ground
squirrel, and a kind of fish.    In one quarter of Awka, how-
ever, the priest of the ground may sacrifice eggs and eat them,
and bush fowl is the only bird he may not eat.    In Agolo he
forbids snails and a tuber called 0na, like a yam.    He may
not eat a cock before it can crow, nor a snake.    If his wives
do not wash after going out it means that they wish his death.
They may not cook for him.    If they commit adultery they
must come to the priest of the ground and bring cowries, a
ram and a fowl, and offer excuses.    All the quarter join in
levying a fine upon the lover.   At Nneni he may not eat any-